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CONFIDENTIAL ANKARA 1137 

E.O.l 1652: GDS 
TAGS: ELAB, ILO, TU 

SUBJECT: PREPARATION OF FEBRUARY-MARCH 1977 SESSION OF ILO GOVERNING 
BODY (GB) 

REF: A) STATE 028274 B) ANKARA 1084 

RAFET IBRAHIMOGLU, WHO ATTENDS GB AS EMPLOYER DEPUTY 
MEMBER IN ROTATION WITH SPAIN AND ITALY, EXPECTS TO 
DEPART FOR GENEVA FEBRUARY 18 OR 19. HE HAD BEEN BRIEFED 
BY METIN SIRMAN ON CONVERSATIONS REPORTED IN REF B AND 
WAS FULLY CONVERSANT WITH ISSUES AND US POSITIONS. HE 
STRESSED THAT EMPLOYERS ARE FIRMLY OPPOSED TO POLITICAL 
RESOLUTIONS IN ILO. AND HE EXPECTED ALTHOUGH HE WAS BY NO 
MEANS SURE THAT EMPLOYER GROUP WOULD SUPPORT AMENDMENT 
TO ARTICLE 17. HE IMPLIED THAT HE HAD BEEN SURPRISED 
EMPLOYER GROUP HAD GONE ALONG WITH ARAB REQUEST FOR POST- 
PONEMENT OF DISCUSSION OF DG'S REPORT AT NOVEMBER 1976 
GB SESSION; BUT SINCE POSTPONEMENT HAD BEEN ACCEPTED AT 
THAT TIME, HE OPINED SAME MIGHT HAPPEN AGAIN. 

2. RAFET-BEY CONFIRMED GOT'S DIFFICULTIES AS RESULT OF 
PRESSURES EXTERNAL AND INTERNAL WHEN DECISION MUST BE 
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MADE TO VOTE FOR OR AGAINST A US POSITION OR FOR OR 
AGAINST ARAB POSITION. HE MADE NO FURTHER COMMENT ON THIS 
LINE EXCEPT TO SAY THAT WHEN EMPLOYER GROUP F RE ES ITS 
MEMBERS TO VOTE AS THEY WISH, TENDENCY WILL BE TO FOLLOW 
LINE DECIDED UPON BY GOVERNMENT DELEGATE. 
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